Aussies go cold on global warming

ALSTHRALIANS are becoming less
concerned aboul the threal ol global
warming,  pushing  environmental
issues down the list of threals.

Climate change s no longer raled
the top foreign policy issue for the
Federal Government, & Lowy Insti-
tute poll will reveal today.

[L was top of the list in 2007 bul
now is ranked seventh oul of 10 policy
priovitics. Out of 12 possible threats,
Australians rated global warming the
Fourth most critical, the survey Tound.

However a significant majority of
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Auvstralians, 70 per cent, stll saw
climate change as a problem.

Dyetails emerged as the Govern-
ment was reminded just how difficull
ibwould be Lo getits Carbon Pelluticn
Reduction Scheme legislation, which
woubll set up an Emissions Trading
scheme, through the Senate.

Preliminary . negotiations  under
lined that the Government will need
COypposition support i 00 is to gel a
moderate version of the Bill approved.

The Greens produced amendments

almost certain o be rejected by the

Covernment which  called  for
harsher treatment of Fossil fuel users,
anid Family First®s Steve Fielding
accused the Greens of wanling (o
send Australia back Lo the Stone Age.
“Il we did what the Greens
propose, Australia would no longer
exist because there™d be no industries
lefl Lo drive our economy,™ he said,
Their amendments yvesterday cal-
led Tor limited  compensalion Lo
cmission-intensive industries.
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